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PACIFIC LEATHERBACK TURTLES FACE EXTINCTION 
Jessamine R. Lengacher 
Sponsor: Frank V. Paladino 
Department of Biology 
Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne 
The leatherback population is severely dwindling and signaling a threat to bio-diversity in 
the oceans. This decrease in the population is due mainly to the human fishing industry 
and could possibly drive this population to extinction. In 1982 there were 115,000 adult 
female leatherbacks in the world, but by 1996 there were only 34,500. One of the largest 
nesting beaches for leatherback turtles is Play~ Grande, Costa Rica. The results from the 
research for the 200112002 season indicate that only 68 females nested on Playa Grande 
and Playa Ventanas from October 1, 2001 to February 10, 2002. This season reflects the 
lowest number of nesting females since the project started over a decade ago. This 
research was conducted by patrolling these beaches and recording the tag numbers of the 
adult females that nested there. Analysis of this data shows that the numbers of adult 
female leatherbacks is in servere danger of extinction. Comparison of this data to the 
data of previous years shows that the leatherback population of the world is decreasing in 
leaps and bounds. These results are useful to biologists in trying to make the oceans a 
safer place for the leatherback turtles against the human fishing industries. The findings 
can also help pass laws for these industries and other human threats to these creatures. 
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